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Breaking Language Apart 

Today is Monday. 

It is a sunny day. 

We are going to read a story. 

We are sitting on the rug.
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Parent Letter – Breaking Language Apart 

Dear Parents, 

Today we kicked off the yearlong Word Study portion of our English language arts program. Your 

kindergarten child will spend about 20 minutes each day exploring the sounds of our language—

breaking our language into sentences, words, and individual letters.  

Research has clearly shown that children who acquire essential phonological awareness (sound 

structure of our language) and phonics (sound/letter associations) skills have greater success in 

learning to read and write. 

Today, we practiced segmenting, or breaking sentences into their individual words. It is helpful if you 

are able to practice this newly learned skill at home with your child. The following word-awareness 

practice activity should take about five minutes: 

Please invite your child to practice saying a short sentence, clapping out the individual words: 

“Today I had fun at school” or “I played with my friend, _____.”  

Your child should first say the sentence using typical fluent speech. Then have your child 

repeat the sentence, but pause between the individual words and clap while saying each 

word.  

Next, repeat the sentence for your child and clap each word as you invite them to count how 

many words were said. 

 Thank you for your support. 


